
                       Otterburn Parish Council
Meeting of the Parish Council held on 7 June, 2022

Held at Otterburn Memorial Hall
MINUTES

Present – George Peto (Chair), Andrew Shone, Ruth Appleby and Mark Goddard
In Attendance—Martin Chilvers, John Hartshorne, Denise Corkin, Steve Crawley, Caroline Hey and 
Thomas Tuyaerts
1. Apologies for absence – There were apologies from Cllr Nichols and Cook
2. Declarations of interest – None were declared. 
3. Minutes of the last Ordinary and Annual meetings – The minutes of the meetings, having been 

circulated, were accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair.
4. Public Question Time – a) Cllr Riddle was unable to attend.
5. Opportunity for members of the public to raise matters:  Nothing was raised.
5. Matters arising
a) item 6a: Ray Windfarm update  :    The Clerk’s Report was received and agreed. The Clerk highlighted 
that there was Community Drop in Event at the Gun Inn, Ridsdale, on 16 June from 16:30 – 19:00 where 
people could learn more about the grants given out as well as provide comments. 
b) item 6b: Road safety in the Parish  :   There was discussion regarding the practicalities of the work being 
proposed by NCC to ease the problem of pavement parking opposite the junction of A696 and B6320. It 
was highlighted by Mr Tuyaerts that the proposed work would not ease the parking of vehicles on the road 
that made exiting the track and road from properties behind the Border Reiver on to the A696 difficult. 
Various options were suggested and whilst a number had previously been refused by NCC it was agreed 
the Clerk would present the ideas and seek a further site meeting to discuss solutions before any planned 
work on the pavement was started.
c) item 6c: Revitalising Redesdale update: The Clerk advised that the next Steering Group meeting was 
scheduled for 15 June. In the meantime he provided details of various events scheduled in the next few 
weeks as well as the media sites to find out more details.
d) item 6e: Local Otterburn directory map  :   The Clerk advised he would look for a quote for the construction
of the plinth for the possible map and reported back to the Councillors.
e) item 6g: Queen’s Jubilee celebrations review: It was considered that the events held in Otterburn had 
been a great success and thanks were expressed to all the volunteers who had put so much time to make 
them happen. 
f) item 6h: ‘Christmas tree’ in Millennium Green: It was noted the tree had been delivered and planted. 
Thanks were expressed to Mr Hartshorne for helping to plant it and regularly watering it.
g) item 6i: Picnic benches, Electric power supply, bug hotel and wild flower meadow in the Millennium 
Green: The Clerk reported the benches were due to be delivered on 9 June and arrangements were made
to install the items. Cllr Goddard provided details following a meeting he and the Clerk had with Northern 
Powergrid for a power supply to be provided to the Millennium Green. It was agreed a power supply would
provide many more options for events to be held at the location plus be a safe more convenient form for 
power to the green. It was agreed he should seek a quote for the work before a decision how to proceed.  
The Chair reported on the pictures he had received from children at Otterburn school for a possible bug 
hotel. It was agreed he would review and determine the best to go ahead and construct. It was agreed a 
wild-flower meadow would be beneficial to the Millennium Green, potentially towards the far corner of the 
site and the Clerk was asked to speak to Jen Care at Revitalising Redesdale for guidance.
h) item 6i: Cycle fixing station: Cllr Shone provided details of the best two value for money and robust 
cycle stations but would provide more detail on costs and what he considered the best option.
i) item 6k: Hanging baskets in Otterburn: The Chair confirmed that hanging baskets had been made for the
Memorial Hall and there was agreement these looked good. Thanks were expressed to Yasmin Oliver for 
doing this. It was agreed that there would be no hanging baskets put up at the bus shelter this year.
j) item 6l: Traffic calming stripes at Otterburn School  :   The Clerk reported that he had received an email 
from NCC advising it would cost £24,000 to remove the stripes. As such NCC were looking at alternative 
solutions to reduce the noise and vibration for the residents impacted by the stripes on the road.
k) item 9b: Pavement parking at the junction of Brierley Gardens: The Councillors agreed that the tractor 
that had previously been parked on the pavement blocking it for pedestrians as well as making it difficult to
exit the junction had not been seen for sometime. It was agreed to monitor the situation before taking any 
action. 
l) item 9c:   Noise from wedding venues in Parish  :   Those attending highlighted what was perceived as 
excessive noise from a particular certain venue. The Chair reminded people that a diary of times, dates 
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and type of noise would be required before any action could be taken and these details should be sent to 
the Clerk.

6. Finance
a) Finance update: The Clerk advised that the current bank balance was £11,133.41.
b) Clerk’s salary and expenses for May, 2022: The payment of £314.36 plus expenses of £4.00 were 
agreed.
c) Payment of invoices for grass cutting to C. Mowatt Landscaping Ltd: The payments of £62.40, £25.20, 
£129.60, £25.20 & £62.40 (all inclusive of VAT) were agreed.
d) Payment of invoice to J. Hartshorne for maintenance of the bus shelter seat: The invoice for £103.21 
was agreed.
e) Payment of the invoice for the Parish Council insurance annual premium: The payment of £580.67 was 
agreed. It was highlighted that the Clerk had obtain a second quote that was more expensive so the 
decision had been made by the Councillors to maintain the business with Gallagher and enter into a 
further three year long term agreement.

7. Planning
a) 22/01772/FUL: Installation of a dry stone structure (mortared stone internally for support) with zinc 
coated steel top with constellation art work: Rede Tyne & Coquet Sports Centre, Otterburn, NE191HE – 
Following discussion all Councillors agreed to support the application. 

8. New Business
a) Potential new litter bin: Following discussion it was agreed to no longer proceed with the plan to install a
litter bin at the entrance of Otterburn Hall Estate as it was questionable how much it would be used and 
would not be value for money.
b) Noticeboard in the bus shelter: Following discussion it was agreed to proceed with the plan to improve 
the noticeboard in the bus shelter as detailed by Mr Hartshorne.
c) Painting of the power poles in Otterburn: It was acknowledged good progress had been made by 
Northern Powergrid in painting the poles and those completed looked vastly improved.
d) Land at top of Bankfoot – The Clerk reported that NCC Enforcement Officer had advised that they 
would investigate the constructions at the top of Bankfoot.
e) Silhouette soldiers – Cllr Appleby advised she had not had an opportunity to progress this matter so far.
f) Local Transport Programme 2023/24 – The Councillors agreed to give consideration and investigate the 
priorities to be submitted.

9. Any other business / Matters for discussion at the next meeting of the Parish Council
a) Cllr Goddard reported on his experience in Denholm where he identified 3D ‘poster’ of a Police Officer 
fixed to posts as a means to keeping traffic speed within the limit. It was agreed to investigate further.
b) It was highlighted that it appeared the speed indicator device at the west of the village may not be 
working again.
c) Cllr Goddard reported he had advised by a resident that they had been scared when passing The Old 
Police house by the two dogs that barked at them and jumped at the fence. Other attendees shared similar
experiences and the Clerk was asked to approach the NCC Dog Warden for guidance. 

10. Date, time and place of next meeting: The next meeting of the Parish Council to be held at 7.30pm 
on Tuesday 5 July, 2022 at Otterburn Memorial Hall.

Denise Corkin asked as to when the grass verges were due to be cut. It was highlighted that it was the 
responsibility of NCC however in recent years there had only been one cut a year and whilst a date was 
not yet know it was expected to be within the next few weeks.

Meeting closed at 8.55pm.
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